INFORMATION 


Not ſor 
Publication 


NATIONAL CANNERS ASSOCIATIO 


No. 1063 


Washington, D. C. November 17, 1945 


Board Meeting Program 


The meeting of the Board of 
Directors of the National Can- 
ners Association, the program 
of which was highlighted in last 
week’s INFORMATION LETTER, will 
open November 19 at the Shore- 
ham Hotel in Washington and 
continue through November 20. 
It will be preceded by the joint 
meeting of the Administrative 
Council and Planning Committee 
on November 18. Details of the 
Board program on page 8845. 


Present maximum prices for dry beans 
are to be continued at least until June 
30, 1946, OPA states. (See page 8841.) 


Proposed changes in the dual minima 
rates for canned food shipments will be 
the subject of a conference in Chicago, 
November 28. Details of the data cover- 
ing loading, bracing, handling and other 
factors may be found on page 8841 


Production of truck crops for proc- 
essing in 1946 is expected to fall below 
the high wartime levels although 
USDA reports that production for 
processing is expected to continue to 
grow at a faster rate than the total 
population. The Department states 
that canning will continue to be the 
major form of processing of vege- 
tables for a number of years. USDA 
comparisons of tomatoes, snap beans, 
sweet corn, green peas, and other 
crops are shown on page 8843. 


The sugar allowances for packs of canned 


and dried prunes and frozen citrus are 


specified in a new OPA amendment. Par- 
ticulars may be found on page 8845. 

Specific dollar and cent ceiling prices 
have been established for importers’ 
sales of Portuguese and Spanish sar- 
dines. The schedule of ceilings is 
presented on page 8844. 


Another reduction in the set-aside per- 
centages for canned fish is expected to be 
issued next week by USDA. 


Canners to Get Unlimited Tin 


Unlimited tin is permitted for 153 kinds of canned foods under the 
latest amendment to Conservation Order M-81, effective November 
16. The amendment sets up no packing quotas, as did the previous 
amendments, but does continue certain restrictions on the can sizes 
and the can materials that canners may use. The packing of pet 
foods in tin containers still is restricted under the order. As a 
serivee to the canner-members and to the canning industry as a 
whole, the Association this week is mailing copies of the amended 
Order M-81 to all canners. Members will find copies of their new 
M-81 enclosed with this INFORMATION LETTER. 


Room Reservations for the Annual Convention 


Arrangements have been completed with the Atlantic City Con- 
vention Bureau for the assignment of hotel rooms to members of 
the various affiliated associations holding their joint conventions 
there the week of February 3. The National Canners Association, 
as in former years, will make room reservations for its members, 
and on November 15 issued a letter of instructions to its members. 
N.C.A. headquarters will be at the Ambassador Hotel and the 
Association will make reservations of all rooms available at that 
hotel as well as those in five other hotels—the Ritz Carlton, Chelsea, 
Fox Manor, Villa d’Este and New Belmont. Text of the letter of 
instructions covering room reservations and the procedure to follow, 
is presented on page 8842. 


Fish Canners Hold Discussions on N.C.A. Services 


The meeting of the N.C. A. Canned Fish and Seafood Committee 
on Thursday and Friday was devoted to a review of present Asso- 
ciation services, discussion of methods of adapting them to canned 
fish problems, and the preparation of recommendations as to how 
best to serve this segment of the industry. This will be presented 
to members of the Board of Directors at their sessions next week. 
As a starting point, the Association’s current departmental activi- 
ties were reviewed, with brief explanations by the heads of the 
various N. C. A. divisions of the respective functions and programs 
of each. In addition to considering the matter of N. C. A. services, 
the fish canners heard addresses by Ira N. Gabrielson, Director of 
the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and by Congressman J. Hardin 
Peterson of Florida, Merchant Marine and Fisheries Committee. 
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Information Letter 


Dr. Gabrielson, speaking on the “Post- 
war Program of the Fish and Wildlife 
Bervice,” explained that what his de- 
partment can do is governed by existing 
legislation. He mentioned the coming 
possible expansion of the fish industries, 
pointing to the effect that the United 
Nations Food Organization may have 
on its future. Forty nations have sub- 
scribed to this program, he stated, and 
23 of them had fishery representatives 
on their technical staffs. The consti- 
tution of the organization includes 
these aims, he asserted: 


1, To raise levels of nutrition, 

2. To raise standards of living. 

A. To increase efficiency of produc- 
tion. 

4, To better rural conditions. 


Another factor that may strongly in- 
fluence the future of the fish industry, 
be said, is the forthcoming Interna- 
tional Trade Conference, to be held in 
Washington next year. 

Explaining the procedure by which 
Fish and Wildlife Service obtains budg- 
etary authorization for its programs, 
Dr. Gabrielson said that increases had 
been requested in funds for numerous 
projects that should benefit fish can- 
ners. These include new hatcheries, 
surveys and stream improvements, 
studies of gear, new equipment, new 
weirs, economic studies, vitamin A re- 
search and other programs, 


Trade Agreements Discussed 


Congressman Peterson advised fish 
canners to inform themselves regarding 
the forthcoming trade agreements and 
effered his cooperation, He volunteered 
to assist, whenever called upon, in the 
matter of bringing the various govern- 
ment agencies together’ with fish in- 
dustry representatives in discussions 
of the trade agreement proposal. 

He pointed out the importance of the 
canned fish industry to the country, 
the canning method and operation being, 
in his opinion, a strong industry stabili- 
zer, since it brings into consumption 
food that might otherwise be wasted or 
might not be distributed in vast inland 
areas. 


Lift Freezer Storage Order 


The U, S. Department of Agriculture 
has suspended indefinitely all provi- 
sions restricting cooler storage of 
canned condensed milk, canned flsh, 
canned fruits and vegetables, canned 
cheese, evaporated milk, and sterile 
canned meats now required under War 
Food Order 111. All other provisions 
of the order remain in effect, as well 
as restrictions on nuts in shells in the 
ten port eity areas. 


CONGRESS SUMMARY 


Principal legislative proposals and 
activities in Congress this week, affect- 
ing canners are summarized below: 


The House Labor Committee, con- 
tinuing its hearings on the proposed 
minimum wage bill, heard Russell 
Smith, legislative secretary of the Na- 
tional Farmers’ Union, who testified in 
favor of the proposed Pepper Bill. The 
Committee also placed on record a 
brief filed by the National Canners As- 
sociation, outlining the position of the 
canning industry in regard to the pro- 
posed amendments to the Fair Labor 
Standards Act. Chairman Ramspeck 
of the House Labor Committee stated 
that hearings on the proposed minimum 
wage bill would be continued for an 
indefinite period since there are still 
many more witnesses who wish to be 
heard, ; 

The House Ways and Means Commit- 
tee held executive sessions on Wednes- 
day and Thursday in an attempt to 
incorporate the Administration's trade 
relations policy for the Philippines into 
one bill which would embody some of 
the phases of bills introduced previ- 
ously by Representative Bell of Mis- 
souri and Senator Tydings of Maryland. 

At Wednesday's hearing it was re- 
ported that President Truman had called 
for eight years of free trade under quota 
restrictions on the island's principal 
products, and a 25-year tapering-off 
period thereafter with duties starting 
at 4 percent of the normal duty and 
increasing by 4 percent each year. 

It developed, however, at the Thurs- 
day hearing that the various agencies 
of the Government as well as repre- 
sentatives of the Philippines were in 
disagreement over the Administration's 
proposal. The committee, therefore, 
has ceased action on Philippines’ legis- 
lation pending an agreement among 
representatives of the executive depart- 
ments and the Philippine Government. 


A bill (H. R. 4683) “to authorize the 
Export-Import Bank of Washington to 
extend its operations to include the 
Philippine Islands” has been intro- 
duced by Representative Spence of Ken- 
tucky, chairman of the House Com- 
mittee on Banking and Currency, and 
referred to that committee. An identi- 
cal measure is pending in the Senate. 
Both have Administration support. 


The House Appropriations Committee 
has announced that the bill to provide 
the appropriation for agricultural labor 
will be reported out of conference No- 
vember 26. Reliable sources indicate 
that the appropriation will be approved 


and that the Labor Branch of the U. 8. 
Department of Agriculture will con- 
tinue with an emergency labor program 
for farms and processing plants, 

President Truman, on Tuesday, re- 
quested Congress to authorize an addi- 
tional appropriation of $1,350,000,000 
for the United Nations Relief and Re- 
habilitation Administration. This au- 
thorization would match an original 
one passed by Congress on March 28, 
1944. Appropriation of the remaining 
$550,000,000 of the first authorization is 
still pending before the Senate, follow- 
ing approval by the House, 

The proposal to tax the profits of co- 
operatives and other presently tax- 
exempt organizations has been reported 
by the House Ways and Means Com- 
mittee as having less than an even 
chance of enactment next year, Influ- 
ential members of the committee state 
that they plan no change in the tax 
status of small farm cooperatives, At 
the same time, the House is still wait- 
ing on a report which would show the 
profits earned by co-ops and other non- 
taxed organizations. 

Investigation by the Federal Trade 
Commission of price rises in “chief es- 
sential items composing a typical fam- 
ily budget” would be authorized under 
the terms of a resolution (II. Res, 274) 
introduced by Representative Coffee, of 
Washington, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Interstate and Foreign Com- 
merce. The resolution would authorize 
appropriation of $200,000 for the in- 
vestigation, 

Coffee would have the Commission 
ascertain why prices have risen, and 
also “whether such increased costs have 
been caused by inefficiency in produe- 
tion, processing and distribution, by 
duplication of services or limitation of 
output by industry, labor or agricul- 
ture, by royalties, or monopoly profits 
to patent holders, by suppression of 
patented improvements, by monopolis- 
tie practices and profits, by fictitious 
capitalization, write-ups, by taxes, by 
profiteering,” ete. The Commission 
also would be required, under the reso- 
lution, “to recommend remedial legis- 
lation.” 


N. C. A. Files Wage Brief 


A nine-page brief outlining the 
position of the canning industry 
in regard to the proposed elimi- 
nation of exemptions now granted 
canners under the Fair Labor 
Standards Act, was filed this 
week with the House Labor 
Committee by the National Can- 
ners Association. 
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Data Needed for Canned Goods 
Shippers’ Conference Meeting 


B. M. Angell, General Chairman of 
the Canned Goods Shippers’ Conference, 
has called a meeting of the Conference 
at the Palmer House in Chicago at 2 
p.m., November 28, to discuss the pro- 
posed changes in the dual minima rates 
for canned foods. Members of the Con- 
ference are urged to be prepared to sub- 
mit data on the following subjects at 
this meeting: 


Actual safe maximum loading of 
canned foods in the various types of 
containers. 


Consolidation required and cost there- 
of to ship in quantities greater than 
quantities of the so-called commercial 
carload minimum. 


Bracing required and cost thereof to 
ship in quantities greater than quanti- 
ties of the so-called commercial carload 
minimum, 

Increased investment and cost thereof 
to trade in quantities greater than quan- 
tities of the so-called commercial car- 
load minimum. 


Increase of warehousing and han- 
dling cost to trade in quantities of the 
so-called commercial carload minimum. 


Market hazards to trade in quantities 
greater than quantities of the so-called 
commercial carload minimum. 


Insurance and taxes involved when 
trading in quantities greater than quan- 
tities of the so-called commercial car- 
load minimum, 


Other pertinent and controlling fac- 
tors as may determine the minimum in- 
ducement necessary to prompt heaviest 
practical loading of carload — 
of canned goods. 

Mr. Angell further stated that the 
Traffic Executive Association—Bastern 
Territory, has reopened its docket cov- 
ering the dual minima rates and as- 
signed this topic for further discus- 
sion with the Joint Conference of 
Freight Traffic Managers of all official 
territory lines at its December 13 meet- 
ing at the Statler Hotel in Buffalo, 


Sugar Distribution Stocks 


Distribution of sugar in the United 
States during the first nine months of 
1945 totaled 4,813,784 short tons, as 
compared with 5,337,655 tons during 
the corresponding period in 1044, the 
. 8. Department of Agriculture re- 
ported late last week. Of this distri- 
bution, 271,862 short tons were deliv- 
ered for export during the nine-month 
period this year and 266,026 in a simi- 
lar period in 1044. Sugar for export 


included deliveries for liberated areas, 
Lend-lease, and military relief, but not 
for usage by U. 8. expeditionary forces. 
The following table shows the distri- 
bution by the various groups of dis- 


For U. 8. consumption. 4,813,734 5,337,655 


Sugar stocks on September 30, 1945, 
as compared with September 30, 1944, 
and reported by primary distributors, 
are shown in the following table. Re- 
finers’ raw includes 44,640 tons of sugar 
in the United States on September 30, 
1944, and 31,203 tons on the same date 


Additional Sales Permitted in 
Grapefruit Juice Subsidy Plan 


The U. S. Department of Agriculture 
has adjusted its canned grapefruit juice 
subsidy offer of June 21, 1945, to re- 
flect more accurately canners’ costs of 
raw fruit on which subsidy payments 
are based. This action, effective No- 
vember 9, 1045, was taken under an 
amendment to the original subsidy of- 
fer to assure all canners of reimburse- 
ment on a comparable basis. 

The original method of computing 
“seasonal fruit costs“ did not reimburse 
canners who had made sales in civilian 
channels before November 10, 1944, on 
a basis which was comparable to the 
reimbursement received by canners 
who had not made such sales before 
that date. This change affects only 
those canners who made such sales be- 
fore November 10, 1944, 

In computing a canners’ sensonal 
fruit cost, the quantities of grapefruit 
juice sold in civilian channels each 
month before November 10, 1944, will 
now be deducted from the respective 
month's total production. 

This deduction is in addition to the 
deductions, provided in the original of- 
fer, of sales of juice to government 
agencies and for export. 


CHAS. G. SUMMERS DIES 
Prominent Pennsylvania Canner Was 


Active in N.C.A. and State 
Association Affairs 


Charles G. Summers, Jr., 74, presi- 
dent of the firm of Charles G. Summers, 
Jr., Inc., New Freedom, Pu., died No- 
vember 12, at a Baltimore hospital, fol- 
lowing a brief illness. A veteran of 60 
years association in the canning busi- 
ness and a diamond member of the Old 
Guard Society, Mr. Summers was 
widely known throughout the industry 
and was an active leader in both State 
and national association work. For 18 
consecutive years he held the prest- 
dency of the Pennsylvania Canners As- 
sociation and his participation in affairs 
of the National Canners Association 
was prominent during more than a 
decade, 

In 1916, Mr. Summers was an N.C.A, 
vice president, he served on the Resolu- 
tions Committee in 1918 and 1919, on 
the Traffic Committee in 1921 and 1922; 
on the Foreign Trade Committee in 
1923, the Cost Accounting Committee in 
1926 and 1927, and was a member of 
the Board of Directors for two 3-year 
terms (1925-27 and 1931-33). Also he 
was president of the Baltimore Canned 
Foods Exchange in 1916 and 1917, 


Son of a canner, Mr. Summers started 
his canning career by working with his 
father in their cannery in 1887. He was 
privileged to obtain experience in every 
job in the plant, as well as in the can 
shop, which then made its own hole-and- 
eap cans. Later he was in charge of the 
family cannery at Jessups, Md., from 
1892 until 1917. In 1923 he formed the 
present company at New Freedom. 

Survivors are his son, Stran Sum- 
mers, vice president of the firm, and his 
daughter, Mrs, Frank W. Corse. 


Maximum Prices for Dry Beans 


To eliminate speculation in dry edible 
beans caused by short supplies and 
rumors that ceiling prices will be re 
moved, the Office of Price Administra- 
tion and the Department of Agricuiture 
announced this week that the present 
maximum prices for dry beans will be 
continued at least until June 30, 1946. 

Both agencies stated that they have 
recently received information indicating 
that considerable speculative activity 
exists in dry edible bean transactions, 
especially in Idaho and California, 

At the present time, OPA is consider- 
ing the issuance of new pricing pro- 
visions to make the recently reported, 
speculative practices impossible. 
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Information Letter 


Letter of Instructions on 
Hotel Room Reservations 


As in former years, the Association 
will make room reservations for its 
members for the Annual Convention at 
Atlantic City, which will be held the 
week of February 3. 

Under an arrangement with the At- 
lantie City Convention Bureau, the 
hotels have agreed to set aside a spect- 
ned number of rooms for assignment by 
the respective essociations, Each asso- 
clation will have entire control of the 
reservation of rooms in the hotels al- 
lotted to it. The hotels have been in- 
structed to refer to the appropriate 
association all requests for reservations 
that they receive direct from individual 
canners, brokers, etc. 

The headquarters of the National 
Canners Association will be in the Am- 
bassador Hotel. The N. C. A. will make 
reservations of all rooms available in 
that hotel, also those in the Ritz Carl- 
ton, Chelsea, Fox Manor, Villa d'Este. 
und New Belmont. The first four of 
there hotels are adjacent to each other. 
Obviously, all canners cannot be given 
reservations at the headquarters hotel. 
Members who plan to have a number 
of representatives at the convention are 
asked to divide their reservations 
among the hotels. 

Attendance at the convention prom- 
ises to be heavy. The Atlantic City 
hotels do not have nearly as many 
suites and parlors as the Chicago hotels. 
Most of the sleeping rooms are equipped 
with twin beds for double occupancy. 
If everyone who wants to attend the 
convention ta to get accommodationa, it 
will be necessary that there be a MA. 
mum of double occupancy of rooms and 
that requeata for parlors be kept to a 
minimum, We earnestly ask your co- 
operation in meeting this situation. 

Accompanying this letter is a state- 
ment of hotel rates and a form on which 
to request reservations, Please fill in 
the form and mail promptly even if you 
have already written us regarding reser- 
vations, The Association will make 
every effort to meet your request, but 
it may be impossible because of the 
hotel situation to do this in every re- 
spect. Assignments of reservations will 
be made as promptly as possible ; please 
do not ask for immediate reply to your 
request. 

When reservations are assigned, the 
N. C. A. will advise the hotel, which will 
confirm the reservation direct to you. 
This confirmation should be presented 
at the hotel when you arrive as your 
claim for the reservation. 


Breakdown of Canned Seafood 
Production by Plants, States 


The InrorMaTION Lerrer for Novem- 
ber 3 reported the total volume of 
canned fish and shellfish produced in 
1044, in the United States and Canada, 
and presented tables giving compari- 
sons with previous years. These statis- 
tics were taken from an annual sum- 
mary published by the U. 8. Fish and 
Wildlife Service of the Department of 
the Interior. 

From the same summary are com- 
piled the following tables which show 
the number of plants in each State 
packing canned seafood products and 
by-products; the total dollar value of 
canned products and byproducts, by 
States; and a breakdown of products 
by total plants, cases and value: 


New England: State 


Connecticut...... 
Rhode Island. 
Middle Atlantic: 
New York 
New Jersey. ..... 
Pennsylvania 
Delaware. . 
Chesapeake Bay: 
Maryland 
Virginia 
8. Atlantic and Gulf: 
North Carolina....... 


Total. 
* Exclusive of duplication 


New U. S. Grades Announced 


The U. S. Department of Agriculture 
has announced tentative United States 
standards for grades of canned con- 
centrated grapefruit juice, effective No- 
vember 15. In addition, the Depart. 
ment has announced United States 
standards for grades of canned blended 
grapefruit juice and orange juice, effec- 
tive November 1, and United States 
standards for grades of canned kadota 
figs, effective November 15. 


Canners interested in obtaining copies 
of the above standards may secure them 
by writing the Standardization and In- 
spection Division, Fruit and Vegetable 
Branch, I. 8. Department of Agricul- 
ture, Washington 25, D. C. 


Canned products By-products »Total plants 


a9 22 56 
3 12 16 
1 1 
i 1 2 
6 10 16 
2 27 20 
1 5 6 
3 3 
7 15 
2 17 26 
6 7 20 
1 2 4 
5 he 5 
2 26 28 
2 2 
12 2 18 
20 36 61 
1 2 3 
1 1 
1 1 2 
12 12 
28 16 42 
15 9 18 
“4 101 122 
102 11 113 
325 43 617 
Canned By-products Total 
$16,840,928 $856,463 $17,697,391 
4.638, 7% 3,182.76 6770432 
240.358 1.713.480 1.053.838 
{ 3,567,239) 
2.4% 10 2.430, 140 
842,402 1,275,088 2,118,180 
444 770 1,132,036 1,064,061 
8 443.570 
400078; 1.520. % 2,424,645 
. 2,834,349 
1.018414 6.400 868 
243 652. 800. 201 
3,702,825 3,702,825 
6 6.047.287 9.753.873 
1.720.608 202.255 12,012,863 
8,683, 37 20,800,492 83,513,829 
43.072,36 2.510.371 54,582,706 
$162,811, 184 $ 63,208,653 $215,600,787 
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* Exclusive of duplication. 
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$5,187,136 
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Canning to Continue to Be Major Form of Processing Vegetables 
for Many Years Although Crop Production to Drop, BAE Reports 


Commercial production in 146 of 
truck crops for processing probably will 
drop somewhat below the high wartime 
levels, as partial adjustment is made 
to the reduced needs of peacetime ver- 
sus war, and in recognition of the cur- 
rent ample canned vegetable supply, 
the U. 8. Bureau of Agricultural Eco- 
nomics reported this week. However, 
production for processing has grown, 
and is expected to continue to grow, at 
a faster rate than has our total popu- 
lation. A growing proportion of the 
total commercial production of truck 
crops has been, and will be, used in 
canned and frozen form. 

Canning will continue to be the major 
form of processing of vegetables for a 
number of years, the Bureau empha- 
sized, Commercial freezing of fresh 
vegetables, which at present provides 
an outlet for less than 2 percent of the 
total commercial production of vege- 
tubles, is expected to grow rapidly and, 
within the next 10 years, may reach 
sufficient volume to offer strong compe- 
tition to fresh vegetables at retail. 


Prices paid to growers for processing 
crops probably will be significantly 
lower in 1046 than in the past 3 or 4 
seasons, but not as low as prewar prices 
in general. The large drop in military 
heeds and some reduction in consumer 
demand suggest the need for a smaller 
canned vegetable pack in 1946 than in 
145. The slackening in consumer de- 
mand is expected to result partly from 
a reduction in purchasing power and 


partly from an increased supply of 
many other food items, both domesti- 
cally produced and imported, at lower- 
than-wartime prices. 

The Bureau made the following com- 
parisons by commodities : 


Tomatoes 

Although acreage of tomatoes for 
processing planted this year is slightly 
larger than the acreage harvested in 
1944, yields are considerably lower. 
The indicated production of 2,857,200 
tons is d percent below the record pro- 
duction of 3,169,900 tons in 1944, but 
nearly one-third larger than the 10-year 
(1984-43) average production. 

An unusually high proportion of the 
tomatoes processed this year went into 
tomato juice, and a correspondingly low 
proportion was canned as whole to- 
matoes, With the large reduction in 
military requirements for 1946, it ap- 
pears that ciiviian supplies of tomato 
juice, tomato catsup, and other tomato 
products out of the 1045 pack will be 
ample, but that supplies of canned 
whole tomatoes may be somewhat in- 
adequate to meet consumer demand. 

Season average prices received by 
farmers for processing tomatoes in 1945 
are expected to be near the average of 
$27.14 per ton received in 1944. Prices 
to growers in 1945 have been supported 
at the same levels as in 1944, when 
support prices were intended to reflect 
a national average price to growers of 
about $25 per ton. 


While there may be an increase in 
1946 in the pack of canned whole to- 
matoes, the demand for tomatoes to be 
used in making tomato juice is expected 
to be considerably weaker than this 
year. The pack of tomato juice in 1045 
was of record-large size, and the carry- 
over, because of the major reduction in 
military requirements for 1946 and pos- 
sibly some decline in consumer demand, 
is expected to be unusually large. It 
seems probable that prices which grow- 
ers will receive for all tomatoes for 
processing in 1946 will be somewhat 
lower than prices received in recent 
years. 

Snap Beans 


The indicated 1945 production of snap 
beans for commercial processing, at 
245,800 tons, is 6 percent below the rec- 
ord-high 1948 production, but is 8 per- 
cent above 1944, and 88 percent above 
the 10-year (1934-43) average. 


States that have increased their pro- 
duction for processing most rapidly 
compared with the 10-year average are 
Virginia, North Carolina, South Caro- 
lina, Oklahoma, and Texas. However, 
the leading States in actual quantity 
produced this year are indicated to be 
New York, Oregon, Arkansas, Maryland, 
Wisconsin, and Florida. These 6 States 
combined produced 51 percent of the 
entire crop for processing this year. 

With a support program this year 
approximately the same as a year 
earlier, intended to reflect a national 
average return to growers of about $91 
per ton, it is expected that the prices 
growers receive this year will average 
close to the $095.37-per-ton average re- 
ceived in 1944. 

As with most other truck crops pro- 
duced for processing, the outlook in 
1946 is for prices appreciably lower 
than this year unless drastic reduction 
in production occurs. Unless growers 
of snap beans intended for processing 
contract with processors to an unusual 
extent, particularly in the southern 
States where such a large part of the 
commercial acreage has been inter- 
changeable between fresh market and 
processing outlets, a disastrous quan- 
tity of beans originally intended for 
processing may seek an outlet in fresh 
market channels. 


Sweet Corn 


The estimated commercial production 
of 1,281,700 tons of sweet corn produced 
for processing this year is 27 percent 
more than last year, 46 percent more 
than the 10-year (1984-43) average pro- 
duction, and falls short of the record- 
large production of 1942 by only 800 
tons. The crop this year is the product 
of record-high acreage and yields 7 per- 
cent above average. 


Salmon: Product Tot Standard cases | 
AA 245 
Sardines: 
Maine and 2,910 13, 528, 541 
Tuns and tunalike fle 3, 40.830.117 
150.010 
Salmon, smoked and 45,650 
Fish flakes (excl. of tuna flakes)..........6.000000eeees 
Salmon and whitefish on 
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Prices for the 1945 crop for process- 
ing were supported at the same level 
as were prices for the 1944 crop, in- 
tended to reflect a national average 
grower price of $18 per ton. The sen- 
son average return to growers on the 
1944 crop was $19.44 per ton. With 
Smaller military requirements for 
canned sweet corn in 1946, prices to 
growers in 1946 may be somewhat 
lower than in 1945, if acreage and pro- 
duction are maintained. 


Green Peas 


Production of green peas for process- 
ing in 1945, estimated at 484,000 tons, 
is a record-high, larger than last year 
by 27 percent and larger than the 10- 
year (1934-43) average by nearly 70 
percent, Of the 500,300 acres planted 
this year, an estimated 45,090 acres 
were not harvested for canning or 
freezing. Of the latter acreage, about 
16,800 acres in Oregon and Washington 
were harvested as dry peas. 

Prices for the 1945 crop for process- 
ing have been supported at the same 
level used last year, intended to reflect 
a national average grower price of 
$83.50 a ton, Seasonal prices received 
by farmers last year for processing 
peas averaged $83.53 per ton. With 
support at the same level as last year, 
it is expected that the actual seasonal 
average this year will be about the 
same as that received for the 1944 crop. 

The 1945 pack of green peas was of 
record-large size. With greatly reduced 
military requirements, the carry-over 
at the end of this pack year may be 
somewhat larger than that of a year 
earlier. During the war, acreage and 
production of green peas for processing 
surged far ahead of the prewar trend. 
In 1946, unless production for proc- 
essing is reduced considerably, prices 
received by growers may be lower than 
those of the past 2 or 3 years, though 
probably higher than prewar. 


Other Processing Crops 


Production for processing this year 
is estimated to be at a record-high level 
for green lima beans, at near-record or 
very high levels for beets and cabbage 
for kraut, but below average for pimien- 
tos. Except for cabbage, grower prices 
received this year for these crops for 
processing probably will compare favor- 
ably with those received last year, and, 
in general, will be almost double the 
average of prices received in the pre- 
vious decade, 


Where restrictions on the use of tin, 
shortages of labor, or other wartime 
factors have seriously reduced produc- 
tion and pack in the war years below 
prewar averages, as in the case of sauer- 
kraut and pimientos, there probably is 


room for expansion next year at favor- 
able prices. Most items, however, 
share the general prospect for a moder- 
ate downward adjustment in acreage 
and production next year. 


Food Service Directors Meet 


The Conference of Food Service Di- 
rectors met in Hartford, Conn., Novem- 
ber 8-10. Katherine Smith, of the Home 
Economics Division, represented the Na- 
tional Canners Association at the Con- 
ference. Members of this group are 
school cafeteria managers and super- 
visors, hospital dietitians, college resi- 
dence hall managers, and commercial 
and industrial cafeteria managers. 


Particular stress was given in pro- 
grams and round tables to nutritive 
values of foods being served in the in- 
stitutional food service. A decided 
growth in the number of schools serving 
hot lunches was evident from reports 
given at the meeting. 


OPA Sets Sardine Ceilings 


Specific dollar-and-cent ceiling prices 
have been established for importers’ 
sales of Portuguese and Spanish skin- 
less and boneless sardines and Spanish 
boneless sardines (any brand, packed 
in olive oil), the Office of Price Admin- 
istration announced this week. 


The prices become effective November 
13, through the issuance of Order 361 
under Paragraph (c) (5) of Order 38 
under the Maximum Import Price Regu- 
lation. They are based on foreign pur- 
chase prices, landing costs and gross 
margins that have been studied by OPA 
during the past 10 months while ceil- 
ings were established upon application 
from individual importers, the agency 
said, 


The new importer's ceilings, ex-dock 
or ex-warehouse, United States Conti- 
nental point or port of entry for sales 
of Portuguese skinless and boneless 
sardines are as follows: Wholesalers 
and chain stores, $31.39; independent 
retailers, $33.06; and industrial and in- 
stitutional users, $34.45. 


Ceilings for sales of Spanish skinless 
and boneless sardines are: Wholesalers 
and chain stores, $35.52; independent 
retailers, $37.40; and industrial and in- 
stitutional users, $38.97; and for Span- 
ish boneleés to wholesalers and chain 
stores, $30.00; independent retailers, 
831.00; and industrial and institutional 
users, $33.02. 


The new ceilings are based on per 
cases of 100 3% ounce cans. 


Expect 1946-7 Canned Vegetable 
Supply Lower Than War Years 


Total supplies of commercially- 
canned vegetables in the 1946-47 season 
probably will be somewhat less than in 
the recent war years, but considerably 
higher than the annual average for the 
prewar (1985-39) period, the U. 8. De- 
partment of Agriculture reported yes- 
terday. Domestic civilian demand is 
expected to provide a ready market for 
40 to 45 pounds per capita. The antici- 
pated large reduction in military re- 
quirements will be only partially offset 
by the prospective large civilian de- 
mand, and increased exports and ship- 
ments, Prices are likely to recede some- 
what from their high wartime level, 
as a result of the expected strong com- 
petition from fresh and frozen vege- 
tables, USDA stated. 

The 1945-46 pack of commercially- 
canned vegetables is indicated to be 
about 8 percent larger than the 1944-45 
pack of 6.4 billion pounds (the equiva- 
lent of 218 million cases of 24 No. 2 
cans). As usual, about four-fifths of 
the new pack consists of snap beans, 
corn, peas, tomatoes, and tomato prod- 
ucts. 

The total supply of commercially- 
canned vegetables in 1945-46 is expected 
to be slightly larger than the 7.6 billion 
pounds (about 260 million cases of 24 
No. 2 cans) of the preceding year. The 
reduction in stocks at the beginning of 
the 1945-46 pack year, as compared 
with a year earlier, nearly offsets the 
indicated increase in pack. 


Civilian supplies of commercially- 
canned vegetables in 1945-46 probably 
will exceed, by several pounds, the peak 
level of 38% pounds per capita con- 
sumed both in the 1941-42 and the 
1942-43 pack seasons. This would be a 
considerable increase over the 34 
pounds per capita consumed in the 
1944-45 pack year and the prewar aver- 
age annual per capita consumption of 
31 pounds. This prospective enlarge- 
ment in civilian supplies is due to huge 
cuts in military requirements made 
since the abrupt end of the war with 
Japan and to a further increase in the 
estimated size of the 1045-46 pack. 


Dehydrated Vegetable Outlook 


Production of dehydrated vegetables 
in 1946-47 will show a considerable drop 
from their wartime peak of nearly 200 
million pounds (dehydrated weight), 
the U. 8. Bureau of Agricultural Eco- 
nomics announced yesterday. The ex- 
tent of the decrease in production will 
depend mainly on the cut in military 
and war-service requirements. The 
principal civilian requirements prob- 
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ably will be for soup mixes and food 
seasoning. The size of the dehydrated 
vegetable production in the future years 
will depend primarily on their quality, 
convenience, and cost factors in com- 
petition with the fresh, frozen, and 
canned vegetables, the Bureau empha- 
sized. 


Large cuts in military requirements 
since V-J Day will result in a consid- 
erable decrease in the 1945-46 fiscal 
year’s production, compared with the 
196 million pounds produced in 1944-45. 
Approximately three-fourths of the 
1944-45 production consisted of potatoes 
und sweet potatoes. 


Frozen Vegetable Supply 


The civilian supply of commercially- 
frozen vegetables in 1946 probably will 
be a record high, and a per capita con- 
sumption of 2 pounds may be reached 
for the first time in the history of the 
frozen vegetable industry, according to 
a report released yesterday by the U. 8. 
Department of Agriculture. Prospec- 
tive increases in the next few years 
will depend mainly on the ability of 
frozen vegetables to compete (in terms 
of quality and net cost per serving) 
with both the fresh and canned vege- 
tables in retail markets, on the ade- 
quacy of facilities for handling and 
merchandising, and on the extent and 
efficiency of advertising programs, the 
Department pointed out. 

The 1945 pack of commercially- 
frozen vegetables is expected to be 
about 14 percent larger than the pre- 
vious year’s pack of 235 million pounds. 


Civilian per capita supplies of frozen 
vegetables may approximate the 1.6 
pounds per capita in the 1944 season. 
The smaller opening stocks on January 
1, 1945, compared with a year earlier, 
about offset the expected increase in 
pack, Cold-storage holdings of frozen 
vegetables on October 1, 10945, were 
188 million pounds, compared with 178 
million pounds a year earlier and the 
f-year (1940-44) average of 129 million 
pounds, 


Erroneous Food Poison Report 


Corrected in Michigan Papers 


The Association is indebted to Secre- 
tary 8. G. Gorsline of the Canning Ma- 
chinery and Supplies Association for 
taking steps to correct an erroneous 
newspaper report to the effect that an 
outburst of food poisoning in Michigan 
was caused by canned food, The news- 
paper account quoted a county food in- 
spector as saying he believed the illness 
of 10 people who had been served in a 
— had come from canned string 

ns. 


Mr. Gorsline, whose offices are lo- 
cated in Battle Creek, had seen the 
newspaper report and contacted the 
health officer. Tests in the State lab- 
oratories disclosed that the illness was 
caused by another food, not by the 
canned string beans. As a result of Mr. 
Gorsline's prompt attention to the mat- 
ter, the newspapers devoted generous 
space to the final outcome of the case, 
correcting thelr previous erroneous 
report. 


November 19—Morning Session 


Legislation: Walter L. Graefe, Chair- 
man, Legislative Committee, and H. T. 
Austern, Counsel. 

Labor: John F. McGovern, Chairman, 
Manpower Committee. 

Can Sizes and Tin Supply Situation: 
II. F. Krimendahl, Chairman, Commit- 
tee on Simplification of Containers, and 
Oliver G. Willits, 

Labeling Program: E. B. Cosgrove, 
Chairman, Labeling Committee. 

Advertising Program of Can Manu- 
facturers’ Institute: Clarence Goshorn, 
Benton and Bowles. 


Luncheon 


Humorous Address: Strickland Gil- 
Ulan. 

Afternoon Session 

OPA Pricing Program: Geoffrey 
Baker, Assistant Deputy Administrator 
for Price. 

Post-war Program of the U. 8. De- 
partment of Agriculture: E. A. Meyer, 
Director of the Fruit and Vegetable 
Branch, Production and Marketing Ad- 
ministration. 


November 20—Morning Session 
Executive Meeting 
“The Association Looks Ahead”—The 
Association's activities, the organiza- 
tion of its committees and staff, anal- 
ysis of its budget, and discussion of pro- 
jected plans: Secretary Carlos Camp- 


bell. 
Luncheon 

Address: Dr. Paul B. Dunbar, Com- 
missioner, Food and Drug Administra- 
tion, 

Address: Maj, Gen. Carl A. Har- 
digg, Chief, Subsistence Branch, Army 
Quartermaster Corps. 


Afternoon Session 


The Sugar Situation: H. E. Gray. 
Convention Arrangements and Pro- 
gram. 


Sugar Allowance for Frozen 
Citrus; Canned, Dried Prunes 


Packers of frozen citrus segments 
will have a sugar allowance of one 
pound of sugar for each eight pounds 
of fruit they process, the Office of Price 
Administration announced November 
13. Previously, there was no sugar al- 
lowance for frozen citrus segments since 
the War Food Administration until re- 
cently prohibited this production, OPA 
said, The action, taken through the is- 
suance of Amendment No. 48 to Second 
Revised Ration Order 3, effective No- 
vember 17, applies to these packs re- 
gardless of the amount of fruit packed 
per container, 


The amendment also provides that 
packers of dried prunes may pack with 
a syrup density up to 29.9 degrees brix 
instead of being limited to 25.9 degrees 
as previously provided. This change, 
OPA said, is made because reports 
from the industry and the Department 
of Agriculture indicate that the pre- 
vious maximum syrup density would be 
exceeded in some circumstances even 
without the addition of sugar. 


Packs of canned fresh prunes will still 


be limited to a syrup density of 25.9 de- 
grees brix, OPA stated. 


Cucumbers for Pickles Stocks 
in Tanks or Barrels on Oct. 1 


Total stocks of salt and dill pickles 
in tanks and barrels on October 1, 1045 
are estimated at 8,136,000 bushels, the 
U. S. Bureau of Agricultural Beonomics 
reports. This is 6 percent more than 
the 7,697,000 bushels in tanks and bar- 
rels on October 1, 1044 and 11 percent 
more than the 10-year (1934-48) aver- 
age of 7,342,000 bushels on the corre- 
sponding date. Only the quantity of 
cucumbers actually stored in tanks or 
barrels as salt or dill stocks on October 
1 is reported as stocks on hand. 


Salt stocks on hand on October 1, 
1945 are estimated at 7,738,000 bushels, 
This exceeds the 1944 holdings of 7,- 
135,000 bushels on October 1 by about 9 
percent and 10-year average holdings of 
6,627,000 bushels by 17 percent. 


The total quantity of dill pickles on 
hand on October 1 is estimated at 
898,000 bushels. This is the smallest 
quantity on record of dill pickles held 
on October 1, The 1945 stocks of dill 
pickles on October 1 are 20 percent 
smaller than the holdings of 562,000 
bushels in 1944, and 44 percent below 
the 10-year average of 715,000 bushels 
on the corresponding date. 


Information Letter 


Adjustable Pricing Provisions 
for Frozen Apples Announced 


Adjustable pricing provisions for 
processors of the 1945 pack of frozen 
apples containing no more than one part 
sugar to seven parts fruit, in contain- 
ers of two pounds or more, and sold to 
industrial and institutional users, were 
established November 13 by the Office 
of Price Administration. Under the 
action, effective November 13, proces- 
sors who had prices in 1044 may deliver 
frozen apples from the 1945 pack at 
their 1044 prices. 

Those processors who did not have 
prices in 1844 and who do not have 
them for 1945 may use the following 
prices: 


In the States of Washington, Oregon, 
California, Idaho and Montana 80.1350 
per pound. In all other States 
$0.1225 per pound. These prices are 
f. o. h. factory, on a no-storage basis. 

The above prices will remain in effect 
until a new pricing program can be is- 
sued by OPA that will reflect the in- 
creased cost of apples. Any price in- 
creases for these containers allowed in 
the new program will be retroactive to 
the effective date of the action. 

Processors must not charge higher 
prices for frozen apples than those 
established in this action until OPA an- 
nounces the prices in the new pricing 


program. 

The new pricing regulation is Order 
No, 3 under Supplement 6 to Food Prod- 
ucts Regulation No. 1. 


California Sardine Pack 


Deliveries of California sardines to 
processing plants during the week 
ended November 10 totaled 13,184 tons. 
Pack of sardines during the week was 
160,336 cases. The following table 
shows the sardine deliveries by dis- 
tricts and the pack by can sizes for 
the current season as compared with 
1044: 


Season to Season to 
Nov. 10, 1045 Nov. 11, 1044 


Tonnage: Tons Tone 
Northern district. ... 82,288 87,159 
Central district. .... 129,202 173 
Southern district.... 70.801 188 

281,041 345,012 

Pack: Cases Cases 
oval. 808.018 7909. 470 
1,441,210 1,002,712 
Ib. round, 06's 27,888 28,850 
Miscellaneous...... 566 62,718 


New Association Members 


The following firms have been ad- 
mitted into membership in the Associa- 
tion since October 20, 1045: 


Lake County Canners, Eustis, Florida. 

Northwestern Canning & Packing Co., 
Seffner, Florida. 

Perfection Smokery, Inc., Seattle, 
Washington. 

Dr. P. Phillips Canning Co., Orlando, 
Florida, 

Royal Canning Company of Oregon, 
Ogden, Utah. 


OPA Increases Mincemeat Prices 


Increased maximum prices for mince- 
meat, to reflect increases in the recom- 
mended prices of fresh apples necessi- 
tated by a short crop, were announced 
this week by the Office of Price Ad- 
ministration. 

The action, effective November 15, 
by Amendment 20 to Maximum Price 
Regulation 262, increasing prices by the 
amount of the increased apple cost, will 
result in an increase in mincemeat pro- 
ducers’ prices of about 14% to 2 cents 
a pound, 


State Secretaries Meeting 


State secretaries attending the N.. A. 
Board meeting in Washington next 
week will hold a special session Mon- 
day morning at Hotel Shoreham, 


College of the Pacific Offers 
Courses on Food Processing 


The College of the Pacific at Stock- 
ton, Calif., has announced part-time 
courses for educating young men and 
women for careers in the offices, labora- 
tories, and plants of food processing 
companies, These courses, which are 
being sponsored by a group of food 
processing plants and related industries 
in northern California, will operate 
under the Food Processors Foundation. 

The College of the Pacific states that 
the presently arranged courses will per- 
mit students to enroll for part-time 
training in food processing flelds and 
at the same time participate in genera! 
neademic courses. 

Cooperating with the college in spon- 
soring the classes are fruit and vege- 
table canners, frozen food packers and 
other processors, and manufacturers of 
food machinery, fibre board products, 
Elnss und tin containers, and sugar and 
other suppliers of food processing 
plants. 


New Wisconsin Officers 


New officers of the Wisconsin Can- 
ners Association, elected at the annual 
meting at Milwaukee, November 12, 
are: President, N. J. Lau, Clyman Can- 
ning Company, Hartford; vice-presi- 
dent, II. J. MeCarty, Brownsville Can- 
ning Company, Brownsville; treasurer, 
. A, Friday, Friday Canning Corpora- 
tion, New Richmond; secretary, G. J. 
Verhulst, Calumet-Dutch Packing Co., 
Sheboygan; executive secretary, Mar- 
vin P'. Verhulst, Madison. 
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